BACKGROUND   TO   HISTORY
river to the Roman-built Wall of Hadrian. North of the Wall
were the turbulent Picts and Scots of the Kingdom of Caledonia.
Jutes, who had over-run Kent and Essex, held Denmark. Saxon
tribesmen possessed nearly the whole of western Germany. The
great Empire of the Franks sprawled across the greater part of France.
It included the modem " Benelux " group but did not embrace
the land-locked Kingdom of Burgundy from which came Count
Henry, the father of the founder of modern Portugal. In the
Peninsula, in the north-west, the Swabians were occupying the
territory formerly held by the primitive Callaeci tribesmen. A
small Romanised-Lusitania existed. The rest of the Peninsula,
fully eighty per cent, of it, constituted the short-lived empire of the
Visigoths. Vandals who had preceded Goths from Europe into
the Peninsula were holding a part of North Africa which is now
Tunisia and in part Tripolitania.
Three hundred years later, at the death of Charlemagne in A.D. 814,
an English Kingdom had been formed. The empire of the
Franks had swollen. Barbarian Swabia had become Christian
Asturias, the small, mountainous " pocket of resistance" from
which sprang the re-conquest of the Peninsula in the eleventh,
twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Spreading over the remainder
of the Peninsula was the Moslem Ommayyad Emirate of Cordova.
This obliterated all that had been Roman-Lusitania, Roman-
Celtiberia and the Empire of the Visigoths. Stretching ominously
along the whole of the southern bank of the Mediterranean Sea was
the western flank of the great Caliphate of the powerful rival
Moslem Abbasides. It embraced most of the North African
littoral, the Sahara, Egypt and the land bridge east of it between
the Nile and the Euphrates.
It is relevant to inquire into the birth and spread of the Christian
faith in the Peninsula. Its introduction had its roots in the teaching,
writings and travels of the men of Judaea. Its greatest exponent
was Saul the Jew who became Paul the Apostle on the road to
Damascus. Paul, a tent-maker by trade, a member of the Jewish
tribe of Benjamin, but by birth a Roman citizen enjoying Roman
privileges, may have visited the Peninsula, possibly clandestinely,
accompanied by James. But whether he visited the Peninsula
or not his brilliant authorship and the story of his death as a martyr
at the hands of Nero would have reached the mixed races of the
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